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The Neerim Bower Project  
 
Neerim South is one of five towns to receive a 2013 Regional Arts Victoria Small Town 
Transformations grant on behalf of the Victorian Government worth $350,000, open to small 
towns with a population of up to 1500.  
 
The funding will enable people of all ages within the community to take part in several arts 
projects. These include Artist in Residence School Projects, Community Workshops, a major 
Acquisitive Art Prize, Community Art Prizes and an Arts Festival.   Some of the art acquired 
through all these projects will be used to enhance the town and district and attract visitors. It 
is hoped that upon completion these initiatives will help stimulate economic growth within the 
town and surrounding areas.  
 
The visual centrepiece of the town’s artistic transformation will be the ‘Neerim Bower’. This 
roadside sculpture will stretch over the road that welcomes visitors to Neerim South.  
 
The local small businesses often struggle to achieve sustainable economic growth. There is a 
need to enhance the shopping precinct so locals and visitors shop here.  Timber, quarry and 
milk trucks along with cars pass through the town without stopping. It is hoped the public art 
installations will ‘stop them in their tracks’. 
 
Why Bower Birds? 
 
The sculptures’ soaring shape is inspired by birds that populate the local area. More 
specifically, the mating rituals of the Satin Bower Bird were inspiration for designing the 
Neerim Bower and the ‘’Inspired by Birds’’ concept, developed by artists Christine Cochran, 
Keith Graham and Phil Henshall, with the Neerim District Progress Association.  The Neerim 
Bower, located at the southern end of Neerim South, West Gippsland, will act as a gateway to 
the Neerim District. The Bower Bird constructs its bower to attract potential partners, 
decorating it with blue ornaments. The artists want to mimic these aspects. Approaching the 
‘’Bower’’ they want you to pause, take in the stunning scenery and enter the township feeling 
excited with anticipation. 
 
 

A perspective view of the Neerim Bower sculpture 
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Press Coverage 
 
The Neerim Bower project has already received some great press coverage, including the 
Warragul Gazette, ArtsHub and Regional Arts Victoria Website. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neerim South  

Neerim South is a popular tourist town servicing the snow traffic in winter, relaxing weekend 
breaks, and the gourmet traveller year-round.  

Neerim is the aboriginal word for height or elevation and from the early times of settlement 
until today people have appreciated the clean air, clear skies, lush forests and green farmland 
which makes Neerim South so unique. 
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“If you’re yearning for a weekend of fresh country air, cosy pubs, 
blazing open fires and great local wine and produce, the rolling green 
hills of West Gippsland have got you covered.” Leanne Clancey, 
Broadsheet 

 
The town’s main interests are agriculture and tourism, and is often cited as one of the most 
picturesque towns in the Gippsland region. On the doorstep to the Baw Baw National Park, 
this tourist town is the perfect stopover for holiday makers on their way to the ski fields or for 
travellers in search of galleries and boutique B&Bs amidst breathtaking scenery. 

Nearby, the Tarago Reservoir is a pleasant location for a picnic and scenic drives through the 
delightful, lush, dairying country are also a popular and relaxing activity in the area. 

One of the highest rainfall areas of southern Australia and one of its most fertile, the Neerim 
District is one of Australia's unsung gems. 
 
Where is it? 
 
Neerim South is one of 
the most picturesque 
towns in the West 
Gippsland region, set in 
the hills at the base of 
Mt Baw Baw.  
It is located about one 
hour, or 109 kms out of 
Melbourne and 19 kms 
north of Warragul, 
within the Shire of Baw 
Baw. 
At the 2006 census, 
Neerim South and the 
surrounding area had a 
population of 1,602. 
 
 
 
Art in the area 
 
Art has a prominent position within Neerim South, owing to the stunning natural environment 
and community of artists that continues to grow. Follow the arts trail through the area and visit 
open studios, take photographs and embark on your own artistic journey. 

Gippsland Artists is a group of artists working across Gippsland, however the Neerim 
District is home to many of them who are happy to open their studios to visitors. In addition 
many are represented in local galleries. For more information about local artists visit the 
Gippsland Artists website. 
www.gippslandartists.com 
 
On the first Sunday of every month, three entrepreneurial artists have got together to open 
their studios, all historic milking dairies that have been converted into working studios. 

Judy Mackintosh is a farmer, animal lover and passionate oil painter, Jeff and Jeanette Hyde 
are the creators of unique and original lampshades and Kerrie Warren is an Abstract 
Expressionist painter and ceramic artist. 

For more details on Creative Dairies click here: 
http://www.jeffandjeanettehyde.com/uploads/documents/GCLAdvertisement_Dec2012.pdf  
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The Serigraph Gallery represents a wide variety of artists using mediums that include 
painting, printmaking, photography, glassware, ceramics, jewellery, furniture, and weaving.   
Enjoy a coffee and cake. 
157-161 Main Neerim Road, Neerim South, www.serigraphgallery.com 
 
Laurie Collins welcomes visitors to his property where he makes recycled metal sculptures, 
garden sculptures, junk sculptures, unique furniture and much more.  
420 Main Jindivick Road, Jindivick, http://lauriecollins.com.au 
 
 
Things to do in the area 
 
With a stunning combination of natural attractions and scenic walks, gourmet produce and 
rural village lifestyle, Neerim South should be a destination on any passionate traveler’s list.  
 
Events 
 
Gardivalia 
Celebrating the many beautiful gardens in West Gippsland, Gardivalia is a month long festival 
involving open gardens, tours, demonstrations and workshops. 
Open gardens will be held on Saturday & Sunday 18/19 October and Saturday & 
Sunday 25/26 October throughout the Neerim South region.  
www.gardivalia.com.au 
 
 
Nature Walks 
 
Toorongo Falls Reserve via Amphitheatre Falls Loop Track 
A circular track through the Toorongo Falls Reserve that goes to the spectacular viewing 
platforms for Toorongo and Amphitheatre Falls. 
 
Noojee Trestle Bridge Walk 
Surrounded by tall forest, follow the old railway line from Noojee to one of the only remaining 
historic timber trestle bridges in Victoria. 
 
Ada Tree 
Walk through rainforest to the Ada Tree, a giant mountain ash that's one of Victoria's largest 
trees. Around 270 years old, it's about 76 metres tall with a circumference of 15 metres. 
 
Glen Nayook Reserve 
A pleasant walking track takes visitors past features including the magnificent tree fern gully 
where the river runs underground for a section, through split rocks and moss covered granite 
boulders. 
 
Rokeby to Neerim Trail 
A walking/cycling path winds its way from Rokeby to Neerim. The path journeys through 
bushland and agricultural areas and provides fantastic views of the beautiful scenery. 
Commencing at Rokeby Common, this trail passes through the Crossover Regional Park and 
then follows the Main Neerim Road to the edge of Neerim. Highlights include the Crossover 
Trestle Bridge, views of the Tarago Reservoir, Bunyip State Forest in the West and towards 
Mount Baw Baw to the East. 

Tarago Reservoir Park 
Discover the beautiful walking path at the bottom of the dam wall. The walk winds its way 
through a damp valley, which is home to eucalypts and tree ferns over two hundred years 
old. The picnic area has sloping lawns set amongst bush settings, with unique views of the 
reservoir and surrounding landscapes. 
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Sports 
 
Trail Bike riding 
Located on Latrobe River Road east of Neerim South, the Latrobe Trail Bike Visitor Area is 
central to a large network of forest roads and tracks which are ideal for trail bike riding and 
provide riders with a range of facilities to make riding in the area more enjoyable.  
 
Horse Riding 
The key public areas open to the public for horse riding are the Neerim East State Forest, 
The Bunyip State Park, the Rokeby-Crossover Rail Trail and Tarago State Forest. 
 
Food and Drink 
 
Catch and cook your own trout 
Bring the kids along and drop a line in and fish for your own trout or 
salmon at the Alpine Trout Farm, then make use of the on-site 
BBQs to cook up your fresh catch or purchase delicious smoked 
trout from their friendly staff.   
115 Yarra Junction - Noojee Rd, Noojee VIC 3831 - 
http://www.alpinetroutfarm.com.au/ 
 
Jindivick Harvest Kitchen  
A standout option for brunch and lunch, a place where you can , 
plonk yourself fireside with the weekend papers or take in the 
gorgeous views as you enjoy excellent 5 Senses coffee. The truffle 
and thyme-infused scrambled eggs on local sourdough are 
mentioned in The Age Good Food Guide and there’s a well-stocked 
providore with all of the best local cheeses, too.  
1070 Jackson’s Track, Jindivick, jindivickharvestkitchen.com.au 
 
Toolshed 
It is famous for its corrugated iron bar, massive open fire place and 
surrounding beer gardens. You could spend hours in the Toolshed 
bar examining the paraphernalia hanging from the walls, an 
amazing tribute to the history of Noojee. The toolshed is well known 
for its big hearty meals like the massive Parma board with 12 
parmas, the famous billy burger and lamb pot roast. 
38 Loch Valley Rd, Noojee, 
 
Freshwater Fishing 
The Neerim District offers prime stream brown and rainbow trout 
fishing suitable for fly, bait and lure anglers. The key rivers are the 
upper Bunyip, Tarago (below the Tarago Reservoir), Latrobe, 
Toorongo, Loch and Tanjil Rivers. Trout in this region commonly 
grow between 400-600 grams and are great fun to catch on light 
gear. It is not unusual to come across bigger specimens over 1kg. 
 
Ada River Winery 
Ada River is a family owned boutique winery specialising in regional 
wines from Victoria, Australia. 2330 Main Neerim Road, Neerim 

South 
 
Country Bean Café 
A newly renovated coffee shop in Neerim South. A cafe with a difference where you can 
experience the freshest local produce and sensational service. 
119 Main Neerim Road, Neerim South 
 
Janalli Gardens 
 

Local markets 
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Open year round by appointment,  Janalli’s ten acres of landscaped gardens host weddings, 
garden tours and open gardens.  You are welcome to picnic in the grounds, or for groups of 
12 or more, can have tea or lunch on the verandah followed by a guided tour of the gardens. 
285 Wagner Road, Neerim South.  
 
Gracefield Venison Farm 
Nestled within the hills of West Gippsland, Gracefield Venison Farm has extensive acres for 
the animals to roam freely and happily. The owners, June and Graham Edyvane have been 
deer farming for over 23 years and have a hands-on involvement with day to day activity, 
making sure the livestock feel comfortable around them and ensuring they are at ease in 
natural surroundings for as much of the time as possible. 
135 Latrobe River Road, Neerim South. 

Candalaraine Alpacas 
Candalaraine Alpacas is a National Award winning, working alpaca farm with an Alpaca 
product shop displaying this treasured fibre and is exclusive to Neerim South. Candalaraine 
Alpacas portrays the passion and “attention to detail” this treasured animal commands. 
2035 Main Neerim Road, Neerim South  

 
Local Business 
 
Accommodation 
Blerick Country Retreat, 55 McDougal Rd, Neerim South www.blerick.com.au 
 
Fieldstone House, 155 Kuhnell Road, Neerim North, www.fieldstonehouse.com.au 
 
Forest Edge, 405 McKenzie Road, http://forestedge.cyc.org.au/ 
 
Gracefield Cottage & Venison, 135 Latrobe River Road, Neerim South,  
www.gracefieldcottage.com.au 
 
Janalli Gardens, 285 Wagners Road, Neerim South, www.janalli.com.au. 
 
Mira Mira Accommodation, 1395 Bloomfield Road, Crossover, www.miramira.com.au 
 
Neerim Country Cottages, 2470 Main Neerim Road, Neerim South, 
www.neerimcountrycottages.com.au 
 
Pear Tree Cottage, 1719 Main Neerim Road, Neerim South, www.peartreecottagebb.com.au 
  
Shopping 
 
Junction Box 
Selling Retro, Deco and Art Nouveau ceiling lights, telephones, radios, furniture and a café on 
site. 
2965 Main Neerim Road, Neerim 
 
Baw Baw Sports and Outdoor 
Snow sports equipment hire and sales, and snow chain hire. 
135 Main Road, Neerim South, www.bawbawsports.com.au 
 
Blerick Tree Farm 
An award winning nursery with over 4000 advanced trees. Expert knowledge and advice. 
Ornamental trees, Fruit and Citrus, Hedges, Shrubs and Natives. 
55 McDougal Road, Neerim South, www.blerick.com.au 
 
Pub Art 
Manufacturer of bar wares, games and accessories. 
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1345 Main Neerim Road, Neerim South, www.jdpubart.com.au 
 
Contact Information 
For further information contact: 
Kadri Kutt 
The Creative Bunch, Studio 6, 32 Wangaratta St, Richmond, VIC 
kadri@thecreativebunch.com.au , 0409 000 040 
 
Phillipa Beeson 
NDPA President,  
phillipab@fastmail.fm 
 
www.neerimdistrict.com.au 
 
Photos available on request. 


