
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Neerim South Begins Its Transformation Journey After Winning 

$350,000 Arts Grant  
 
Melbourne, Victoria, 6 August, 2013 – The small town of Neerim South, located in Victoria’s Gippsland 
region was recently awarded a $350,000 Regional Arts Victoria grant to transform the town through art. 
 
The town will use the funding to develop it’s artistic concept “Inspired by Birds”, a striking roadside sculpture 
that will span the road at the Southern entrance to Neerim South. The Bower represents an avenue of 
attraction, a refuge and a sense of community and togetherness.  
 
The Neerim Bower sculpture will provide a vehicle for ongoing community events and programs such as a 
Spring Arts festival, public art competitions, student workshops and photography classes and plant 
propagation. 
 
While only 600 people call Neerim South home, they come from many different backgrounds, and the 
surprising stories surrounding them make for a diverse and vibrant community. Project team members are 
hoping that Neerim South will be transformed by its iconic identity, and the inspirational, collaborative nature of 
this project. 
 
Winning the grant is a big coup for the small town that already has plenty to offer visitors and locals alike. From 
gourmet cheese and wineries, natural attractions such as the Toorongo Falls and the ancient Ada Tree as well 
as a picturesque town centre filled with galleries and cafes, the Neerim Bower is set to become a cultural 
talking point for the town. 
 
 “To ‘transform a town’ is no mean feat and some would say a total waste of time because they like the place 
like it is.  I love it the way it is but believe that there is always room for a place to grow and develop and 
perhaps expand aspects of life which are not the mainstream,” said Project Manager Phillipa Beeson. 
 
“There are many artists scattered over the region and a strong support body in the Baw Baw Arts 
Alliance.  Artists open their studios to the public on a regular basis.  We believe that the grant from RAV will 
help us build on this strong community foundation by opening opportunities for making and sharing art from 
primary aged students and on up to the many senior citizens in the district,” continued Ms Beeson. 
 
The project team is made up of the following dedicated locals: Mark Long as Project Coordinator; Neville 
Cousins as Financial Officer; Ray Childs as Construction Manager: Robert Gration as Community Engagement 
Officer; Michael Golding as Festival Director;  Phillipa Beeson as Project Manager; Karen-Whitaker Taylor as 
Baw Baw Shire Liaison and Christine Cochran, Keith Graham & Phil Henshall make up the Artistic Design 
Team.  
 
Phillipa Beeson is president of the Neerim District Progress Association. As a former school principal, Phillipa 
is particularly excited about the arts programs scheduled for local schools, which will see students working with 
local artists in residence. Phillipa and her husband, Alan have lived in Neerim South for 15 years and own and 
manage Janalli Gardens and Accommodation, a 10 acre garden and 4.5 star bed and breakfast and wedding 
venue.  
 
Ray Childs is an experienced builder who has lived in the area for 28 years. Having successfully built or project 
managed many and varied projects both in the district and in the city, he is proud to lend his services to this 
project.  
 
“We are part of the Bower Project because we love our town, we see that the Bower and all of the Activities 
that are associated with it, will greatly enhance our community, just as the aims of RAV are striving to achieve,” 
he said. 
 



Karen Whitaker-Taylor is the Cultural Development Officer for Baw Baw Shire Council. Her position on the 
committee is to liaise with council regarding any parts of the project that may affect council departments. 
  
“I am thrilled that the committee were successful in their application, to be selected amongst the top five across 
the entire state from over sixty initial expressions of interest is a remarkable feat and one Neerim South should 
be very proud of. I certainly look forward to Neerim South making the most of this fantastic opportunity,” she 
said. 
  
Christine Cochran is a local artist and owner of The Serigraph Gallery in Neerim South. As an artist and 
business owner, she envisages that the Neerim Bower and ‘Inspired by Birds’ concept will provide an artistic, 
cultural and economic legacy to the town. 
 
Phil Henshall has been painting on and off throughout his life while working in the specialised area of 
reinforcement prefabrication. The two elements of art and jig design enable Phil to provide a practical 
connection between larger scale design and its buildability, both of which are useful to the Neerim Bower 
concept. 
 
All team members have already been working hard to get the project off the ground, attending the first in a 
series of Regional Arts Victoria workshops on legacy, advocacy, communications and risk management.  
 
“This program – a fantastic initiative, and legacy of, Ted Baillieu – connects artists with small regional 
communities to develop a range projects that will galvanise and transform our smallest towns,’’ said Minister for 
the Arts Heidi Victoria. 
 
“The collaborative development and the creative legacy of the Small Town Transformations projects will be felt 
across regional Victoria,” she added. 

For more information visit http://neerimbower.com.au/ or the Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Neerim-South-Inspired-by-Birds-Arts-Project. 

 
 
 

 
Photo: The project team at the formal announcement of the winning small towns with Heidi Victoria, Minister for 
the Arts (centre) and Ted Baillieu (right). 
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About Small Town Transformations: 
Regional Arts Victoria presents Small Town Transformations on behalf of the Victorian Government. They are 
funding transformative artistic projects that are connected to community and place, for and by small Victorian 
towns with fewer than 1,500 people. 
http://smalltowns.rav.net.au/ 
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